CUOI

NGUYEN GIU HUNG

Oi théi, trén gidi dat cong hinh chit S cua dat nudc ta, tir Bic chi Nam, chd nao
cling vang 1én nhiing tiéng cudi. Cudi tir thanh thi t&i thon qué, tir chd cao sang
quyén quy t6i chd nghéo hén va tir tré toi gia.

Cudi 1a mot phan doi sdng tinh than that phong pha va tinh té. N6 chiém mot
chd dimg c6 nhiéu wu thé trong vin hoa va van hoc nudc ta. Cudi cta ta da dang
1im vi no ¢6 du kha ning dién td moi trang thai hi, no, ai, b, cling nhu sy bién doi
tam 1y phirc tap trong moi tinh hudng cta doi song hang ngay.

Cuodi bién hoéa khon ludng nhu rong bay, an hién trong may. Ta chi can thay
doéi mor chit am didu tic thay ddi mot chat cung bac, cuong do ctia am thanh l1a y
nghia ctia "tiéng cuoi" thay ddi han. Ma cung bac Am thanh cta cudi, cling chang
khac cung bac am thanh trong am nhac, n6 bién hoa vo cung, nén y nghia ctia cuoi
cling theo d6 ma bién d6i véi thién hinh van trang. Pay 1a chua ké dén sy dién ta
tinh té trén nét mdt hay than thé khi cudi. Ciing c6 khi cudi chiang can dén am
thanh, nghia 12 khong thanh tiéng, ma n6 van c6 kha ning dién ta day du ¥ nghia
clia cudi mot cach hitu hiéu. Do dé, chang ai dam ty nhan minh c6 thé hiéu hét
duoc cai cuoi cia nguodi Viét Nam, du dugc sinh ra va 16n 1én trén manh dat éy.

Cudi khong phai chi dé dién ta sy hoan lac khong théi, nd con mang mot friét
Iy sdu xa cia van héa, trong d6 su bién dong cua lich str va xa hoi da dong gop vao
cudi mot phan khong nho. Chinh vi thé, theo toi nghi, cai cuoi cua mot dan toc
chiu nhiéu thir thach va thang tram nhu dan toc ta, it han tiéng cudi ay phai c6
nhimg nét dic thu va gidu c6 1am ké ca vé mat s luong 1an ¥ nghia ma nhiéu dan
toc khac khong thé ¢ duoc.



Cudi ciing dugc str dung thay tiéng noi dé giti gdm tdm tw hay tinh cam cia
minh cho ngudi khac hay cho chinh ban thin minh. Tiéng cudi cia ta mang tinh
thwong yéu, hoan lac nhung cling c6 khi dé bay to sur chiu dwng hay phdn ng, hoic
ddu tranh quyét liét 1an ngang tang ké ca su hén ha 1an déu cdng, hay chi dé "curoi
cuoi” vo nghia.

Céi cudi ciia dan ta thi phong pht nhu thé. Trong khi d6, trong budi thuyét
trinh ctia 6ng Do Thong Minh, mét nha bao séng & Nhat nhiéu nam, véi dé tai
"Van Hoa Nhat" dugc t6 chuc ¢ San Jose, ong noi nguoi Nhat lo ngal sau nay s¢
dan dan mét di tiéng cudi ciia ho. DU cau nodi d6 cé thé chi la cau noi dua hodc c6
tinh cu’ong di¢u cua 6ng, nhung khi tdi co6 dip di tham nudc Nhat gan day, t6i thdy
cau noi ay khong han la khong ¢ can ct. Va nhu thé, toi co cam tudng nhu vin
hoa cia ta dimg vé mat "cudi" ¢6 thé "phdn thinh" hon, khong nhiing so v&i ngudi
dan Nhat ma ké cé so voi nhiéu dan toc khéc trén thé gi61 nira.

Céc cu ta co cau "mot tiéng cuoi bang muwoi thang thude bo". Néu ta hiéu nghia
thang thudc bd ay nhu nhitng lidu "thude bd than" ciia cac vi vua chua bén Tau
ngay xua hay toa thuéc b "Minh Mang" duoc truyén tung trong dan gian thi han
dan ta phai "sung strc" 1im vi cudi. Ta ct nhin vao sy ting trudng dan sb cua dan
ta thi biét, nha nha déu "con dan chéau déng" ca déy do tac dung cuc manh cua liéu
thudc bo (than) nay.

D¢ tranh sy lo ngai ctia cu Tu Xuong:

Phé phuong chit hep nguoi dong diic
Bong bé nhau lén no o non.

thi tot nhat 1a ta phai tri li€u tan gé)c bﬁng chinh sach "cAm cudi" hodc bat "tit
cuo1". Cam cuodi nhu thé thi that kho qua vi khong ai ¢o6 thé "nhin cwoi" mai dugc.

Va néu ta hiéu nghia "mot tiéng cudi bang mudi thang thudc bd" nhu nhing
lidu "thudc bd chdng béo" (diet) thi ta hiy nhin vao voc dang cua dan ta, voi dang
nguoi thon nhd dén gy go nhu thiéu an thi di hiéu cai cudi cua ta chinh 1a lidu
thudc "diet" rat tot vay. Va néu nhu thé, cai cuoi cua ta chang hoa ra dang hop voéi
thot trang thé gidi d6 ru? Mau mau hay xuat cang cai cuoi ra nudc ngoai thay vi
Xut cang lao dong hay lao no. Dén ta s& gidu to, vua co tién lai vura truyén ba duoc
cai van hoa cuoi cua dan tdc, mot dan toc co truyen thuyét xuét phat tir boc trimg
trdm qua, nhimg qua trimg Vang Chang ai cAm nguoi ta sir dung tiéng cudi nhu
nhimg liéu “thudc b than" va “thude bo chong béo" cung mét lac, nghia 13 ngudi
vira thon tha lai vira "sung stc". Nhu thé tiéng cudi cua ta qua dung 1a lidu thude
bd ngoai hang trong thoi dai ciia khoa hoc tan ky nay.

Khong phai cuoi chi 1a nhitng liéu thudéec b6 ma nd con 1a nhitng “dugc ligu”



quy bau dé chita bénh nita day, y khoa da chtng minh diéu 4y nén xin khong ké ¢
day. Va nhét 1a dic biét chung duoc dung dé chita bénh tdm than danh cho nhimng
chang sudt ngay ca cau “Poi 16i yéu ai cung do dang ... doi toi yéu ai cing khong
thanh”® (bai hat) hay “Rung rung téi guc xuéng ban rung rung” @ (bai hat) vi ndi
nh¢ thuong, thuong nho ¢6 hang x6m; hay danh cho nhirng ¢6 hang xom lu6n than
tho, tho than cho duyén kiép ctia minh “Budn rdu, buén ri, buén ni, buén non,
Buon vi mét néi sém con mudn chong” (ca dao).

Ta hay quay tr¢ lai voi cudi qua danh sach "tiéng cudi" ctia nha vin Nguyen
Tuan da suu tam. To6i dua trén bang liét ké cta cu va thém that it chit ty suu tam
duoc, roi thir phdn logi chiung theo nhing hinh thirc khac nhau. T6i biét su phan
loai nay khong may chinh xéc vi tiéng cuoi doi khi dugc hoan chuyén qua lai, lan
16n véi nhau tuy theo tung trudong hop ma nguoi st dung muon dung nd vao muyc
dich nao.

+/ Tieng cwoi dwoc dién ta dwa theo am thanh: Cuo1 hé hé, cuodi ha ha, cudi ha
ha, cudi hi hi, cudil ho ho, cuol hang hac, cudi hénh héch, cuoi khanh khach, cuoi
khuc khich, cuoi sang sac, cuoi the thé, cudi gion gia.

+/ Tiéng cuwoi duoc dién ta voi sw bién doi trén khuon mat. Cudi nheo mat,
cuo1 chdy nudc mat, cuoi mép, cudi miii, cuoi rudi, cudi trau, cuoi hip mat, cuoi
tit mat, cuo1 nheo mat, cuoi phong miii, cuoi hé g1, cuo1 chum chim, cuoi ra nude
mat, cudi nra mi¢ng.

+/ Tiéng cuoi dwoc dién ta voi than the: Cudi ndon rudt, cudi lan cuoi bo, cudi
nga ngon, cuoi vai dai, cuoi bo 1an bo cang, cuoi dau ca bung,

+/ Tiéng cwoi duoc dién ta khi vui: Cudi vang, cudi ngat, cuoi pha, cuoi ngat
nghéo, cuo1 gion gia, cudi ha hé, cuoi ha ha, cudi khuce khich, cudi phao.

+/ Tieng cwoi duoc dién ta khi khong dwoc vui hay khi buén: Cudi guong, cudi
chua chat, cudi nhat, cuoi khay.

+/ Tiéng cwoi dién ta khi khong vui ma ciing khong buon: Cudi khi, cudi xoa,
cuo1 xi x0a, cudi cuoi.

+/ Tiéng cuoi dién ta khi tire gidn hay khi khéng vira long: Cudi gan, cudi mia,
cudi mia mai, cudi khay, cudi khinh khinh, cudi coc 16¢.

+/ T ieng cuoi co tinh cach giao té: Cudi don cudi dua, cudi theo, cudi cau tai,
cuoi lay long, cudi xa giao, cuoi thon thdt, cudi ninh, cudi cau hoa, cuoi gia 1a.

+/ Tiéng cwoi dung cho van dé trai gai: Cuoi tinh, cudi ny, cudi hoa, cuodi ba
lon, cuoi dong con, cudi bu khu, cuoi da don, cudi nham nhéd, cudi dé, cuoi
duyén.

+/ Tiéng cuoi dién td vé uy quyén: Cudi trich thugng, cudi Thai su.



Nhitng tiéng cudi néu trén chi co tinh cach liét ké chtr khéng mang tinh chét
gidi han vi chic chin ngoai nhiing tiéng ké trén, con nhiéu tiéng cuoi khac nira vi
c6 nhimng tiéng chi duoc dung cho timg dia phuong ma thdi khong phd bién rong
rai.

Tiéng cudi ciing c6 doi sdng cta nd, cd nhiu tiéng méi duoc sinh ra va ciing
c6 nhiéu tiéng nay it ngudi dung hay khéng con duge dung nita, ching da tré thanh
"tir ngit". Co nhing tiéng cudi doi khi chi dugc dung cho mét ngudi, cd khi chi
dung cho nhiéu ngudi, hay chi cho con trai hodc chi cho con géi ... ma khong thé
dung 1an cho nhau duoc. Co6 nhitng cai cudi nhu cwoi tim tim, cwoi chim chim,
cwoi mim ... cwoi rudi, néi chung 1a "cuoi cuot" thi that khoé ma suy doan duge y
nghia thuc ctia nd, nghia 1a khong hiéu nodi cai thong di€p ma nguoi cuoi mudn giri
di. Luc d6 ta phai nhan dién thém nhiing yeu td khac nhu su dién ta trén nét mit,
am diéu hay tinh hudng xay ra cai cudi ay. Trong trudng hop khé khin nhu thé ta
chi nén cuwoi gdép va c6 khi su cudi gop mot cach ngd ngan lai mang hoa vao than.
Kho that!

Ngoai ra ta con c6 mdt loai cuo1 ding riéng biét, doé 1a cuoi tham. Cudi thAm
thi khong thé phat ra tiéng duoc du 13 rit nhd ma né chi 1a trang thai "cudi ngdm
trong bung". Tuy cudi mot minh, khong thanh tiéng, nhung né lai khong thudc loai
cudi mim, cudi rudi, hay "cudi cudi" dau nhé, vi cudi thim khong mang tinh chit
dién ta ma thong thuong né chi mang tinh chit 4n ¥ nhu dé ché bai hay khong
ddng ¥ vé& mot didu gi d6 nam trong ¥ nghi, ciing c6 khi 1a mot ¥ nghi ngd nghinh,
hém hinh kin dao riéng tu cua minh.

Pé hiéu dugc tiéng cudi ciia dan ta thi that vo cing kho khin va gian nan. Cu
Nguyén Vin Vinh ¢ ¥ ché trach dan ta cai gi ciing cudi, vui cling cuoi ma budn
cling cudi nén d6i khi lam mat vé trang nghiém. (Ddn An Nam ta gi ciing cuoi,
nhdn rang hi mét tiéng, moi viéc hét nghiém trang ...) Ché trach nhu thé cling co
phan dung, nhung cling co6 thé cu hoi khét khe véi cai cuoi ctia dan ta chang? Va
cling c6 thé cu chua dé y y xét hét cai ca tinh déac thu cua nguoi minh qua nhu’ng cau
clia cac cu ta xua kia dé lai, nhu "khi vui mudn khéc, buon ténh lai cuoi, day la
chua ké dén "vé duyén chwa néi di cwoi" hay cudi chi 1a dong tac dé "cuoi ho
muoi cdi rang" ma thoi.

Cudi, ndi chung khéng phai chi duoc dién ta bang nhimng "tiéng cudi" ma con
duoc thé hién qua nhiéu hinh thirc khac nhau trong doi séng nhu sinh hoat xa hoi
va ca trong van hoc nghé thuat nita. Ri€ng trong van hoc, qua van chuong tir binh
dan cho t&i bac hoc, cudi dd dong gop vao d6 mot cach siu xa va dang ké. Cudi
duoc the hién qua nhing cau ca dao tuc ngir dan glan di dom, nhitng truyén tiéu
ldm truyén khau hay thanh van, hodc nhitng bai vén tho trao phiing, ti trao, cling
nhu chdm biém, ma mdi khi doc 16n ta khong thé khong cudi, du nhiéu hay it.



Qua mot vai nhan xét tho thién trén, i thiy cai cudi cia dan ta that phong phu
lam sao. Cuoi con thi dan toc Viét Nam con va Viét Nam con thi cai cuoi at han
phai cang ngay cang phong phu hon. Ching ta da may min duoc sinh ra trong mot
dat nudc cd nhiéu tiéng cuoi nhu thé, dwong nhién nd phan anh 1o tinh than lac
quan, da dang trong cudc song cua dan ta. Vui cling cuoi, budn ciing cudi, di hoan
canh khé dén déu ta ciing cb cat tiéng cuoi hay dé trén moi mot nu cuoi, cé thé du
chi 1a cuoi gurong. Cudi thuong 14 ngudn hoan lac dem dén cam giac dé& chiu cho
minh va cho moi nguoi chung quanh. T d6 ta suy ra duoc cdi cuoi cua dan ta
ciing con phdn anh dwoc nép song van héa ldy nhdan ban lam goc, vi minh va ciing
VI nguror.
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